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ABSTRALT

This paper autlines briefly my experiences in teoching English vocabulasy for moere than
fve wears in elomentary schoal. The students were 7- 12 years old from grade 1 to 6.
Tirn akocation from alementary school was 35 minutes per hoor, while far English
lessan was twio howrs, means that there ware 70 minutes in 2 week In other hand,
English for elementary students seem so hard because English as a forelgn language for
thern. In addition, Intraducing English vacabularies = ane ol the objectives in English
learning for elementary school students, means that they bave to know some English
wocabularies meanwhile the traditional technigue like memorizng was not too effectve
farr thern. They tended Lo avolded and even ignored when they were esked Lo memarize
samea Englich wocabularies, as & result they got difficutty when | conducted daily sxam ar
when | inmolved them in comversation, Begarding to thad problems, | tried 10 overcome
by implementing vaniows teaching English vocabulary for them then 1 found that it
sucoessfully could help them to acguire Enghsh vocabularies,

Keywards: Teaching Englsh vocabulary, Young learners

1, Introduction

| started teaching English from 2008 after Enishirg my stody. By frst scheol was elementary
level. | was happy because | thought that the togic for elementary school studsant is easy and simple.
Arrcgantly | said to miyself that | could teach them easily. | prapered avanghing from planning,
acting and avaluating. | employed very traditional teaching strategy. B my first lesson plam, |
designed a simple pattesn aof Emglish, made list of simple vocabuwlares, and | atso designed the
evaluation for the students. In my mind, my lessen plan s geod ensugh and | was ready ba teach.

In tha hig day ar inmy first day of my teaching, | was still confidert with my lessen plarad |
made. | came into the class, | greeted them with simple preeting and my students answered my
greeting. | was so hapgy. Bul then fifteen minutes later the situation changed, my stsdents started
to be crowded, they yield, spoke with friends and even ran in the class. When | started to explaen the
matesials, they didn't pay attention for me, the situation was nof condudive. | couldn't contral the
class and all the lesson plam | made dida't run like what | planpad. | was 50 busy controlling the
studemts. Mexl, | ried to calm thesm down by asking them write the new Engish vacalularies, | wiote
list of new wocabularies in the whiteboard, the students wrote in their book, Then, | ask them to
repeat after me and memaorized the vocabularies. it was guite successful to controd the class but
when | did evaluation st the and of the class, some of the studants couldn™t memorize the
vocabularies.

This phenomenon foreed me to create the most =fective method 1o help the students Lo
enhance their English wocabularies acquisition. Tha first thing | did was trying to come into their
world, changing the teaching actwities in the dassroom using games and song, selecting the
appropriate book and applying classroom language for young learners. | did it for severa manths, |
tried o modify the classroom activities that sre based on the children's world not based an my
thought. Surprisingly, after conduecting this technigue, the students can enmjoy learming English,
they're happy leamming English, they're able to master naw English vocabularias, responding my
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guesition in English, describing pactures and even they were able 10 kave & simple conyersation, This
situation was consldered successful in reaching the geal of teaching English for elementary school,

in this paper, | wrote sorme activitles which are effective to halp my students to acouere new
English vocabularies and apply a very simple English eonversation. Finally, | do hope that this paper
will B Falpful and be an imspiration in tesckerg Englsh for young learmers particulardy teaching
yocabiularies,

1, Characteristic of Young Learners
a

Ersoz |2007) divided young learmers into three group bassd on the age, those are wery young
learmers |3-6 pears old), young tearners |7-9 years old) and late young bearners (10-12 years old|. it
means that & is tha zame as the students for kindergarten ta elementary schoal in indonesian
education system. in teaching English, the teachers have to know the characteristics of the studenis
because pvery level of age, it has its own characteristics. i very important i know the characters
in order to be able ta select the switable materials and teaching technigue 1o be wused during the
learffe process,

Scott and Yireberg (1993: 3-1) propose some ganeral young language learmers” characteristics

a5 Follows:

a, Thesr basic concapts are farmied. Thiey hanve decided views of the warld.

b They can tell the difference betwesn fact and fichon

. They ask questhans all the time.

i They rely on the spoken word as well a3 the physical world te corvey and urderstand
mEAning.

2, They are ab%e to make some decsions aboust their own leaming.

f. Thay have definite views aout what they like and don't ke doing.

g They have developed serse of fairness about what happens in the dassraam and begin to
guestion the teacher's decishons,

b THER are abike to work with others and leam from of hers,

Moredver, other characieristics refated to voung languape leamers that Soott and Ytrebarg (1993: 2)
state ane a3 follows,

a. They knew that the world is governed by rules. They may nat shways understand the rubes
kit thay know that they are thare to ha obeyed and the rules help to nurturs 3 fasling of
seourity.

b They understand situations more guiddy than they understand the Bnguage used.

. They use languages skills long betare they are aware of them,

d. Their own understanding comes through hands, eyes, and nars.

&, They are very logical =what the teachers say first happans first.

f. They have very short attention and concentratbon span,

g. Children do not always understand what adults are talking about.

b Yaung children cannot decide for themashes what ta leam

L fowng chibdren love to play.

| Young children are anthusiastic and positive ghout keaming.

Frarm the characteristics of the children abews, it can be conclude that the beacher plays
impartant rales in teachirg and learning process. The teacher can select an appropriate method and
materials for thelr students. The teacher showd also be able to make an appropriate activities in the
class based on the children characteriskics.
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3. Teaching English vocabularies for young leamers

After understanding the charactenstics of young learners, the teachers showd undersiand
how to teach English for them, particularly in teaching vocabulanes. i addition, for Elemerntary
School students, teaching English wocatulary i just given as introduction 1o arouse students’ positve
attitede towsard Cnglish. If students have been familiar with Englizh vocabulary, they will be easily
taught another Enghsh skill, Harding (2D07:53] adds that teaching and kearning vocabulany i an
crgoing process, and will acour (n most lessons. Vocabulary |5 an impartant part of the English for
specific purposes course. Therafore, the teacher should know the abjective of learnirg English, and
then select whal vacabularies will be taught for the young leamers.

Morepvar, Harmer [1981:159), taaching vocabulary is clearky mara than just presenting new
words, it also includes a decision that words should teach the basic of how fraquent thay are used by
speaker of the language. The words are mast commenly used are those a teather should teach first.
It means that the teacher deliver vocabularies that will be used regularly by the students, inthis case
voung leamers, It cowld be the vocabularies refated to the topic and the karning obiective. Finally
the teacher should be able to use the wowabulanes taught in a3 simple conversation to the keamsers.

4. The Importance of Vocabulary Teaching Strategy

Strategy plays & prominens role in language teschng: the success and the fallure of & language
instruction conduced in a class ralive heavily on the strategy applied oy the teacher. Therefore, in
designing an instructional program strategy must be included a3 the part.

In relaton to the vorabulary teaching strategy, it is expected that the strategy selected can
faster the students to imcrease fo establish ther vocabulary, To increase wocabulary means
introducing learners 1o new wodds, while o esiabish vocabulay means buildeng on and
strengthening this initial knowledpge of students' vocabulary achisvement.

Herg are tha stratagies or ideas | used to teach vocabulary for alamentary students:
4.1 routine and repetition

Before going to the main activities in teaching and learning process, | alwaye start with a
simple coreersation. | alvays do this activity every Single meeting ta attract the stedents’ attendian,
to be a leading question and to warm the student up.

Example 1

Teacher: fssakamualaikum W, W

Learners : Wa alaikum salarm Wr, Wk

Teacher: Good morning everybody?

Learmers : Good marneng Mr. furic

Teacher: How are you today?

Learmers ; | am firee, thank you, and you T

Teacher: Fam fine too, thanks, 0% students, before we start the class, ket's pray together, |

even thaugh the students didr't understand the meaning of svery sngle word, but
they understand the instruction, means that they have to pray tagether)

Learmers | {they pray together laudly)

Teacher; ok then, Andi.. Suls_. [checking presence]

L=armers © present_, [if student can't attend the class, the other student will say “absence”)

AL the beginnirg, the students couldn't andwer my guestion, In othear ward, the students
didn’t respond the comversation. When | said good morming, they could st#ll responded by saying
“wood maming”. but the next question, when | daked “how are you?, they didn't rswer me. Inthi
case, | explained it in L1.
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Oehver foutine actieities before 1o the main topic, | ahways give d simple instrocticns to the
studenis,

Example 2:

Teacher: Stand uwp.

Laarmers | (sayeng stand up together and they stand wa|

Teacher: ralsa your hand

Laarmers : |saywng ratse vour hand together and they ralse their hand)

Teacher: 5it down

Laarmers ; |sayeng St down together and they 5it]

Teacher: open your book

Laarmers: {sayeng open your book fogether and thay open their boaok)

Im this case the same as the first activities The studants dedn't knoser hiow to respond, they alsa
didn’t know the meaning. Firsthy, | explain & in L1 and ask them to do my instruction. | da it in showly
then try to do it faster and faster, Then | do this instruction slowly in crder bt next | instruct them
faster randomity. These adtidities seem interesting for them because they can laugh, they are active
Ursansciowsly, they are actually analyeing the meaning and responding sy instructions.  Withaout
asking them to memorize the meaning, they will actually remember the meaning and how to
respond, Mext, when ook the students urderstand the insroctions, | give anather 4 difference new
i LElieng

4.2 Utilize pictures

Teaching Englisk for young learmers will be sasier if we use media. Heinich, et al (1982-7]
defines instrictignal madia as seres of devices that may help to foster bettar understanding,
Moreaver, according to Heinich, at al {1582 62-63, 140, and 164} there ara three kinds of meda as
follows. The first kird of media Is visual media. For exampde: lllustration in books, newspapers,
billboards, posters, dupicB¥ hendouts, and pictures, The second kind of medis is sudio media.
Audio media & a means of warious means of recording and transmitting the human voice and othar
soqpnis fior instructional purposes. For example: phonograph or record players, real tape recorders,
cassafte ape recorders, awdiy card readers.  The third kind of madiz is audig-vEual media. It s the
combination of both media. Media combinations are generally referred to as multimedia systems.
For axample radia, tekivision, video, sound slide cembination, multi-image systems, variable motion
programmeng, interactive wideo, multimedia kit, and learning cenfer, Here are Medias that | used in
teaching Englsh vocabularkes for young learners. The Medias selected are interesting for the
students and colarful.

421 Haaok

There are mamy English books for children. | hawe to be able select an appropriate book
that will be used for my learners. The first thing | dedided for the books is coforful and provides a ot
of pictures on it. An interesting book will encourage the learmers to learm more enthusiastic. The
young l=amers will be more easiby understand the new vocabulanies and its mesning in L2

iy this case, | wsed practical English for childeen books fram PEP. Beside eolorful gad Tull
of plctures this book also provided by audio castette, and sudic compact dize, It makes me less time
consuming to explain the reeaning in L1 The sctivities In audio cormpact disc slia make the learmers
happy in leprring Engliah partcolarly earming rew vocabulardies,
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T ey s e T R

Taker frem “practical English far children™

Anather boak that | used was "o child"s growing boak ™, 1L s 3 serial book based an the
theme. The themes aré surtable o [ voung leafners, The content S sl calarful,
Hers is the sxample of the content in the baok: the theme s play and fun,

Takan from : *a child's growing war

By using this book, | =an riead the laarners a very shaet story while the leamers kaoking at
the picture and the vocabalaries, mext | can sk thern fo guess the meaning in L1 Some of the
students will anawer although they sometime make mistake, | can modify the esming activities,
swch as attaching the meaning in L1, | prepared lists of meaning of the English vocabularies in L1 and
ask the |learners to attach to the right pictures basad on my Instruction,

These are not the only boak | used, these are other sources that | wsed to Increase the
learners vocabidares, Like | told before that In selecting the boak, | had to corsider the students’
characteristic and Intaract,

422 Flashcard
Flashcard can be a good madia used to teach vocsbularies for young lparmers becuse it has
picture on it In this casa, | use flash card which the contert ang vary from different fopic swdh &
ramg of fruits, wegetables, profession, etc. wa can alse mada our own flashcard deperd on the topic
or the leaming shiectives. Thare are many sctvitias that | can apply in teaching and leamng process
such as:

4221 Speed

In this activity, | first get the students attention and show the card wery fazt. Then ask the
students to identify the picture an the flash card. |n this case, every student tries to answer afthough
sorrietime they answer in the first language, And 1will recall ivand ask them to mention o English,
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4221 Sk doven
In this activity, | selegt L Masheard and cover it Then | move gradually the cover slowdy and ask
the studenis 10 guest whai phciure is 107
4223 hissing thirg
In this activity, | stick 5 numbers of fach card, | ask them to mention the pectures using targat
language, make sure they aronounce them correctly. Mext, | ask them ciase their eyes, while they
arg closing their eves; | hide one of the flash card, At last, | ask them open thelr eyes and mention
the missing one.
d.2.2.4 Rfythmic words
In this activty, | stk 5 numibers of flashcards on the whiteboard in row. Next we mention the
pictures together i rhythmic, Example: shoes, fie, table, chair, bag (in rhythmic), Mext, | remove the
first picture and ask the students to mention again in rhwthmic, | continue removing the secand, the
third till all the pictures are removed from the whiteboard and ask the stedents 1o mention all the
removed pictured in rhythmic,
In this case the stedents unconsciously will memasize the five pictunes. | can continue daing
this activity if | see the sludents have aresdy understecd the meaning, memonie and pronource
them correcthy.

4. ZE g a dang

Music helps children develop cogritive skiis, as well & enhances language skills, by singing
song. children learm language appredation, vorabulary and rhyme (Shipley, 1938}, There are many
sengs that <an be wsed I a classroom partcularly n teaching English vocabualary, Song can be a
sodution to davoid baredom far young learners. In selecting the sang, the teachers should be able o
match to the topic. The kric alio be seleced based an the target vocabulary. Therelore, 1 always
made my own song by changing the lyrics. | use a simple and famlliar songs bot | had modified the
lywbes. Here |5 one of the song | adapted from EEG cassettes cam ba downloaded bn
wisa popniehe comywatch MeadbiifsingdA V)L | usad this seng to teach wocabularles for young
l=arners in the elassromm,

g

Can wou tell me what this Is?
Can you tell e what this Is?
s a pen, It's a pen, [t a pen
¥as it's a pen
Can you tell me what this is?
Can you teli me what this is?
Bt's a Ball, it's a Ball,it's & Ball
e, it's & Ball
Can you tell me what this is?
Can you tell me what this 7
it's & chock, it's a clock, it's a dock
s, It's a chock
This scng ts effectlve and communicative, it & also easy listening. The students can easily
follow the lyric and rvthimic, after the students can sing this song, | usually change the vecabularies
from the ariginal lyrics. | started 0 put the smple vocabularies based on the theme. | alse started
from the vocabularies arcund the class, Mext, | always ask one of the students to lead the song by

1043




EmR Progeadgs | Pifermalione Semmar on Englah Langusge Teschng avnd fessach (ELTAR) 2018

singirg the first and secord lyrics™ Con pow ey me what s L7 By showing or painting e things),
and the olher students sng the nest lyrc [Anssening).

4.4 Game
Anothar activity that can be apphied in t-EEltl'.hkﬂg English wacabubaries ror WOLUNE learnars is a
game, Young kearners like to play games because it & their world, They will engoy and interested in
leaming i they invalved ina game, Game is a tool for children to oplore their world.

According fo Michasl Carniar {19813), the benefits of weing games in leaming among othars,
gare: (aj The game ¢an be g varietion in the Earning siiuation, (b) Games can be used 1o change tha
stegps - steps of leaming and maintaining motivation, (<) Games can be used Lo mterupt feomel
learming that takes longer 50 a5 to renew the energy pessessed by the students before neturning to
formal leaming, | {d] Games cam prewvide training in language skils unnoticed by students, (g| Games
ENCOUrape stedants 1o partcipate and be abke 1o remove The Barriars that students have the TEE"I'IE'
pressured By a formal dasiroorn situation, and (1) Games can enhance communication among
students so a5 to reduce the dominance of the teacker in the classroom,

in this case, | choosse games which matched to the toplc and make the students easily
recognize the vocabularies In that games. Morspver, the sslected games should be Interesting and
eacy 10 play, Maostly, | divided into group and ler them o compete with other group in playving the
games. |t trains the students to work in a grewp or it can be as a way to build their cooperative. Falso
awridad & complicated game The wocabularies as 2 mataral in 3 gamea also salectad based on the
topic and easy for voung learners. Hara are the esamples of games apoded in the classroom

441 Board Race
It iga fl.n'mrma that can be used for delivering new vocabularias and revising vocahulany as
well This game can also be used at the start of the class to geftudents’ attention. The teachers can
use this garme 10 tesl or o check the vocabularies mastery. This i best played with 6 sludents or
mare - the more, the better, | was successfully appfied ths game at ol grades from grade 1 to grade
& @
How Eo play:
Split the class into teams and ghee each team a colored marker. The members of the 1eams i
B cording ta the number of the students
Dirawy a fing down tha middle of the board and writs a topic.
The studants must then wil as many words related to the topic In the form of a2 relay race.
The point is counted rom each correct word. Any words that are unseadabie of misspelled
are nat counted
4.4.2 Simon says
This Is an esxciting game for young leamers, The students will be happy, they can laugh together
and have fun, It can be used 1o teach new vocabulary, phrase and even lEEning comprehension.
Haow o Play:
I 5tand in front of the class [1.am as a Siman), &l the students also stand and face me.
I 53y Sirnen Says and ghee Instructions. Then the stedents must copy what | cay. (action)
The cofmon Instructions in this game are: touch your nose, touch youwr hair, oose your
eyes, ic.
Mext, | give ather instructions but this time | omit Smon Says', The students are out of the
game and sit |f they obey my Instruction in this part of the game.
The winner i the kst student standing.

442 Mystory Word

| Fike this game wery much becausa tha students will be more enthusiastic in leaming. The try
to be the winner, unconsciously they are Barning new vocabularies. This game alio encourages
teamamrk among the students and brings a sense of competition,
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o B el o L W A

How 10 play
| split the class into teams.
| give 2ach of the team guidance [mag).
Lap, | T=G | 13=M | 19=5 | 25=Y

| 2=B | B=H |1a=N | 20=T |2&=F

| atea ask the tearm 1o s=lect are of the members 1o be awriter. {give him/her 3 pen)

| prepane a word written by the number. Example: 2-1-14-1-14-1

| gwe #ach team a word written by the nember and ask them o sode the word inside,
Ore who find the word, write on the white board,

Thi= faster and the correct one & the winnes,

444 Pictionary

This game |s played n group or team. The learners den't feel ke they're earming, this gams
can e wEed alio 1o measuie westher the learness cam still memarnze the words of vacabubarie
taught in provicus meeting.

How to play:

= | prepane some words before starting the class and put them ina bos,

= | Split the dass mta greup and madEaline in the whiteboard.

® Cive 1 hoard marker for each beam and a2tk them to choose 3 word fram the bax

= Tell the students to draw the ward as a pictuare on the board and ask the team to guess the

winrd,
= The bearm will get the point if they can answer cormactly,

This paper daceribos rry experience in teaching Englich for alementary studerts [rem grade 1
o grade & oab Lewangan Daya Elementsry cchaol Located in Pamekatan, Madura, East s,
Vacabulary i o part of langusge and the tudant had limited vocabulary mastery. By understanding
the characveristic af the young learnars, | designed lesson plan which is suitable far them inteaching
English particularky teaching vocabularies, By cbserving the class progress, | found that some of them
are able o master new vocabularies easlly and have a simple English comersation. They are atso Fe
to learn Erglish, Finafly, | de hepe that this paper wil be consideration In teaching English vecabilary
for young leamears,
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